
[image: Decorative]

[image: Victoria State Government Department of Health and Human Services]
	Rumbalara Aboriginal Cooperative – video transcirpt

	Kinship Care model


[Image of the ‘Victorian State Government logo’]
[Sitting in front of camera, Deb Walsh Executive Manager Community Services Rumbalara Co-operative and Carlie Linder First Supports worker, Rumbalara Aboriginal Co-operative]
Carlie [00:00:03]: The idea first supports and the implantation of first supports has been all around. The early intervention and for us as a service being able to get in to the home and meet these carers and families to work out what their needs are very early and build a relationship with them has enabled us to work more holistically through Rumbalara services as well.
Deb [00:00:27]: So some of the things we've been able to do is provide some of the family members families who have not had connection to culture or community. We've been able to help their knowledge and understanding of the cause many a number of carers have Aboriginal children but are not Aboriginal themselves. So we've been able to help them engage and learn more about the culture and better understanding.
Carlie [00:00:56]: We go out and meet the care and the child in their care and anyone else in the household really and have a conversation with them. We have a set of things we need to find out but we are generally just having a conversation with them to get to know them their household what works what doesn't work in their house and how we can help them especially not indigenous carers helping them to understand what culture is and how they can strengthen the child's cultural identity.
Deb [00:01:26]: One of the areas that was one out of the box for us where for support was able to help a family remove a snake because we live in the country and this particular family had a snake that lived in the backyard. In a couch in the backyard and the children couldn't go out and play out in the backyard. So I knew the snake was in the couch so we were able to get a snake catcher in and. Remove the snake {laughs]. That was pretty. Pretty good yeah because I haven't played in the backyard for ages.
Carlie [00:02:11]: So some of the feedback we've had is just that they feel they're being heard and that someone is there to support them in whatever they need whether it be helping them to get to a school meeting helping them to enroll the child in school or get a medical appointment like whatever it may be they just feel they're supported and able to ask for that help. First support has enabled us to work more closely with Child Protection and open the communication further.
Deb [00:02:39]: You know it's good to see an Aboriginal organisation lead the way in change particularly for this this area of very important work to sustain children in their lives have to be able to sustain children in environments where they can thrive and develop and we've made a major contribution to that. I think that's something that you know is something to be really proud of.
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